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The rise in the American divorce rate since th^ early 
>960'3 emphasizes' t he need to examine the factors associated with ^ 
adjustment .to marital separation* The impact of the legal system upon 
post-separation adjustment in Pennsylvania, which has adversary 
divorce statutes, is explored with 205 individuals, separated 26 
months or less. Satisfaction with the legal system is significantly 
greater when either the reported relationship between the lawyer and 
the sei^arated individual or* the reported feelings toward the 
^decisions in the settlement problems index, the economic issues, are 
more positive. Thosa respondents most highly satisfied with, the legal 
system were more lik-*ly to report better adjustment to the separation 
.if they had not been encouraged by the lawyer to create an adversary 
.relat;iaaship^ wi£h- their former spouse than if they had been 
encouraged t6' c/eate * an . adversa ry f ela tionrship. Also, the fewer the 
number of instrumental func1;ionSj, such as child issues, with which . 
>h.e respondent is involved, the better the reported adjustment to the 
separation* Divorce statutes based on an adversary model encourage 
collusion 'and do not enhance just me nt^o a new life situation. 

rergary divc rfce 3i 



Therefore, the present advei 



statutes may not reflect the 



current "'custody, economic, or property issues of marriage and / 
divorce. {Author) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that' can be made * 

^ " - from the original document. ^ 
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... CO**:!:-''*", 

SaUal^iCtioii Vith ihr t^ctl Systaii and 
AdJiUBtaent.t^ 

early 1960*0 emphaalsea the 
n0a^^^ th9;y4ct|^MM with adjuataent to marital aepaxratlon. 

Th# fdeu^ of ;thla paper la the lapaet that the legal 'ayatoffl has on poat-^aeparatlon 

adJ]Mrt;aMitli Penn8ylvania» whldi haa adveraaxy divoroe atatutea. Two huxdred 

/ " 7/ /^; . y. ■ ' ■ ^ ; • . v ' 

fl've lnljridualap separated 26 aontha or leaai completed in-depth Intervlewa about 
their aairlagei ita dlaaolutibnt and the aftemath. Multiple regreaalon analyala 
and Pearaoxi eorrelatioi) coefflclenta were uaed to analyse the data* The data Byxgr \ 



geet that aatlafaotlon with the legal aystea la significantly greater when either 
the Ireported zse^tlonahlp between the lawyer and the separated Individual or the 
^ reported feelings toward the declslona In the settlement problena Indexi the econo-> 
mlc laaues^ are vkoth positive* Those respondents most hlf^ily satisfied with the 

-legal system were more likely to report better adjustment to the separation If they 

' . ■ */ ■ • 

had not been encouraged by the lawyer to create aq adveraary relationship with 
their, former spouse than If they had been encouraged to create an adversary rela<- 

ftlonshlp* The data also .suggest that the fewer the nuinber of Instrxuaental func«^ 

■ ■ ^« , ' ' ' • ' .' - ' ' *'. 1 

tlonsp ' such^as -ohlld^^lssuesi with which the respondent Is Involved i the better the 

reported adjustment to 'the separation* Multiple regression analysis revealed that 

the expressive and Instrumentil Indexes significantly contributed^ to ^the scales> 

Life Satlsfactloni' Rosenberg Self«-Esteiemi and Bradburn anl Caplovltz Affect Balance 

, In measuring adjustment to sepantlon for both 33(|N>onde/nts with and respondents ' 
without children* It was concluded that divorce statutes based on an' &dversa;cy 
^odal encouragl|^ collusion and do not enhance adjustment to a new life situation* 

: Therefore 9 the present adversary divorce statutes may ilbt reflect th^ current cud-^ 
todjr« eoonomlci or propesrty Issues of marriage and divorce* 
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' During the ^966*s, divorce jrates begun ^<SBBBb^^ n^te of ^vcirce . 

■ore than doubled £ro»^ 1^0 ^to'19<^ (V Bepftrt9enl||HNK Edueitlon, 
Welftari, Monthly Vital S^tletlca Jte'port. 1978); Curre^Hn|tlon^ 6f dlvoztte 
vtrenda estlaate thatj nore than ($ne^hlxd of first aarrlagfi^lKg recently aar- 
xitA Attwrlcana are likely to en4 In divorce (Click & Nwrton, 1976). In addition, 
•ore than a third of those who obtain one.divqilrce and remarry ^e' likely to ob- 
tain a a«cond divorce. The addition to these* statistics of married couples who 
aepairate' bvt never divorce suggests that .more than two-fifths of all recent Aaeri- 
ic^ aaxriagea will be disrupted by divorce or separation (Click & Norton, 1976). 
; 4 .The rlsc^ in/the Anezlcan divorce rate since the early l960*s' has created some 
^rtcerli among professionals, and considerable interest In the implications of this 
pnehomtt^Qn. One mxist acknowledge that as more and more Americans' are separated 
^ or are obtalnini^ divorces, more individuals must undergo the adjustments associated 
with, marital separation. 'Haschke (197^) found the dlvenrcees who had experienced 
the least amount of post divorce ad justment s-br«iss were thoie who had best adapted 
to a new lifestyle. Hencej th^ problem of determiiiing what factors affect adjust- 
«ent to a new life sltui^tlon becomes fextreaely Important not only for those l)er- 
sons experiencing the separation, but also tor those with whom they Interact, 

The dissolution of marriage In AmerlcA Is a growing pHenomenon which often 
compQunds misery, encourages deceit, and accentuates, guiltn' The administration 
of justi.ce is centrally Involved with these personal feelings. The piJesent study 
reports data from a larger project concerning adjustment* to marital separatlont 
Specifically, the focus of tM.s research is on the Impact that the legal system 
has on post-separatlon adjustment/ Separation, rather than divorce, is d'eslg* 
nated the primary sampling orlterl9n, since separation was considered the more ^ 
critical social-peychologlcal event. This study was conducted in fennsylvania, 
which has a traditional "adversar/* divorce law raqulring that one spouse specify 



a **grdkinr and then doionatratr in a hearing that, the divorce should be granted 
to hia or her aa the wronged pazrty in the Barriag^* The study aake's no atteapt 
to ooiii^e the iapaot of ^faultf* ^i£nd **no»faultf' divorce laws^ hut will provide 

Inaight Dote the effects of adversary (fault) divorce statutes on the ltdlviduals 

<f . • 

involved In a Mrital dissolution* « , 

: - ADJlBTMEWr TO MARITAL SEPARATION AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM \ . 

. ^ . . • . ^ ^ ^ ^ , 'V 

Marriage ;4nd divorce laws are one mefans by wh^ch the government i^egulates . 

sexual relations! chlldhearlngi chlldr^aringi and economic support among its citi- 

zens. Making divorce laws more restrictive has had little impact on the trend 

toward divorce (Abftl, 1973) • Earlier studies have found little relationship be- 

tween statutory grounds for divorce and the actual causes of marital brei^p 

(Haimsworth » Minnls, 1955% Mowrer, 192^*1 Stetson A Wright, 1975). Nevertheless, 

legislators continue to write laws and reform policies expecting that such action 

will affect social interaction and regulate the hehavior of individuals (Virtue^' 

A survey of^ the recent trend in refdrm in divorce law reveals disagreement 
as to ttie impact of*^eiiher Atsrict or liberal divorce laws on jbh^ incidence of 
diyorce* Some -^iLaim that strict laws have failed to restrict the increasing 
divorce rate ^because those seeking a divorce have been able to' manipulate the laws 

■ . /-^ ■ ■ ■. ' •■ ' 

and the legalu^stem (Blake, 1962). Rheinstein (l97l) argued that perjury, fal- 

J . . ;■■ . ^ ■ .... > ^ ■ . 

uf).cation-of .evideme', and undue animosity and hardship hay^ resulted from the 

present radversazy divorce system found in some states. Thus, there is centre- 

versy r^gvi^dipg the effecft of the laws and ''the legal system on the state of^ 

^divdrce,. . 

The .purpose of thilB research is to examine the impatt of the legal system, 
* .1 ^ ^ ^ ■ ■ ' ■ ^ ■ 

^ne of^ the 4:ns^ttitl,ons with which a separated individual Is conftonted, on Ihe 

separated or dlyoTjced , person* Althou^ not all separated individuals decide to 



dlvc(Ka» ^Mt itfpiiratad peraontf^^ooAe Into oiontaot with the legal (B^stem veil be- 

r ^- ■■■ ■ ' ■ ^"^ - ■ . . ■ • 

f OM the 80purat9.on agreement or divorce Is deoreed. Once an Individual has 
Mde thejdetelildn to file for a divorce or estaUlsh a separation agreement, one 
of .the flyat. ctintacts usually Is with the laWyer who nay r«l^esent him or her In 
the divorce preceding or with related natters. Thereforte, Interaction with the 
legal system may be the first of many new experiences with which the separated * 
person must cope* ^ \J 

If one understands the result of the process of Interaction between the sepa- 
rated Individual and the legal system, legal consumers as well as professionals 
mi^y have additional Information about 'seine Important factors In the adjustment to 
th* dissolution of marriage* Such Information could be particularly useful to 
marriage and family Coundelors anci lawyers* 

This study, then, attempts to answer the following questions! (l) How does 
the lawyer Influence his or her client's satisfaction with the legal system and 
stJtsequent adjustment to marital separation? (2) How do the factors "contributing 
to th. l.g.1 dtmupn a««t th. l.vd of saU.facUon .rtth th. l.g<a .y.t» 
the sepa»ted Individual? (3) How does the present adversary system In Pennsyl- 
vania Influence the ability of people to negotiate adequately the system aid 
adapt to new demandjB In their lives? 

THE CONCBFTUAL FRAHEWCRK OF LEGAL FACTCRS 

Previous research In the area of family development has led to the Identlfl-^ 
datlon of several sets of Independent variables w^ch will be Investigated In this ' 
research. 'Social scientists believe that the family has certain functions upon 
which Its survival depends (Broderlck, 1968). These functional tasks are called 
functional requirements^ The functional requirements of the family are derived 
CroB the fkc% that (l) no group pan survive If It does not maintain a minimum 
level of order and morale among Its members (expression and control of human feel- 



Iii0i)t anl (2) no group can survive 1^ It cannot ■anage Its resources such as 
economic Issues^in.a way as^o do the work necessary' to support Its material 
ne«^s to keep the' group operating. 

The second functional^ requirement mentioned Is commonly called Instrumen- 

tal. becaiise the tasks are focused \on getting the work of the group done. Mem- 

* 

of the family must negotiate a policy which will assure the accomplishment • 
oi the re^tdred work with a small amount of conflict and the least amount of ^ 
failure. Included within the Instrumental functioning Is finding financial. ^ 
security. The first set of factorar to be considered In the present study aire In- 
strumental diaracterlstlcs Involved In the separation or divorce procedures. 
These characteristics represent the economic Issiies decided by the legal system. 
The variables. Include satisfaction with the custody arrangements! custody respon- 
sibility 1 satisfaction ^ith child support arrangements 1 satisfaction with support 
payments! .the stability of income! and satisfaction with the division of proper- 
ty arrangement. These instrumental characteiristics will be used to ^evelop an 
jestlmate of settlement problems index. ^ 

It is postulated that these economic variables of the settlement problei^ 
Index will affect the Instruaental functioning of the family. If the family has 
little or inconsistent financial security, it is spec\a»ted that the kmount of ' 
conflict iw well as feelings of failure within the family will be enhanced.. In 
.turn, these conflicts as well as feelings of failure can't help but hinder the 
work and functioning of the ?imlly. Therefore, the kinds of decisions made in 
the .legal system regarding these variables, as well as the ultimate functioning 
of these decisions, most likely will influence not only the respondent's report 
• on satisfaction vith the legal process, but also their level of adjustment to the 
sepasnttion. ^ 

The functional requirement related to expression and control of human feel- 



ln«o U ealied ex^sAlve fttflctlonlng. Bach f««lly wist ■alntaln the morale, of . 
Its mvmhni such that they will want to stay together. This loyalty and coMlt- 
Bent extenls to faidly Ideal^ and values. These values become one of the chl^if 
stahlllsing influences In thii'^aally. When the relationship between the husband 
and wife is rift with emotional cpntradlotory turmoil, or the couple's latetfac- 
tions with outside contacts such as their lawyer is conflict ridden, there un- . 
doub%edly are different .ramifications for the separation and divorce procedures 
tha^ if no conflict were present. * . 

The second group of factors considered in the present study are the expres-, 
sive characteristics involved in the separaUon o:: divorce. These charatcteris- 
tics represent the adv^sary relationship between the husband and'^fe and thp 
relationship between the respondent and his or her lawyer. The variables >n the 
adversary relationship index aret whether aggravating the spouse was advised by 
the lawyer t whether the lawyer toid the Tcespondent to let checks, bounce, not pajT 
the bills, liot talk to their spouse, take money out- of the savings, oi move out 
of the house I whether the respondent or their former spouse had to exaggeral^ 
the problems in order to get a separation agreement or divorce i whether the re-, 
spondent had to lie or trump up statements in the hearing to make sure the heair- 
ing turned out right i and whether the divorce was contested not, ^ Tije lawyer 
relationship index Includesi whether the lai^er ever used delaying tactics to ' 
increase the respondent's legal feesi if dealings with lawyers made the reUtlon- 
ship with the respondent's foraner^ispouse better or worse i whether the respon- 
dent consulted more than one lawyeJri and" if the respondent felt their lawyer's 
' fees were reasonable or outrageous. 

The adversary relationship index ind the lawyer /relationship index w^ll t^st 
the relationship between the expressive functioning jof the separated individual 
and his or her level of satisfaction with the legal syi?tem. It is speculated 
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that the kind of interpersonal relationship developed with the lawyer and en* 
coiiraged between the husband and wife affects no^only the respondent's reportecf 
satisfaction ftith the legal systea» but also theilr ultimate adji^atment to the 



separation* If the respondent has Just ooapleted^ han^onlng and negative 
period of interaction .with his or her foraer spoui/e. .or if the interactions be- 
tween the respond ent^nd his or her lawyer were odpflictual^ most likely the re*- 
spondent*s report on satisfaction with the legal Jrocess, as well as th^ ad- 
justment to the separatlon^will be affected. 

MEASUREMENT ' \ 

*In addition to testing for the existence of ar relationship between satisfac- 

■ . -5 \ 

tion with the legal system and the independent variables settlement problems in- 
dex9 adversary relationship indesc^ and lawyer rela^onshipi (discussed in the 
section entitled "conceptual framework of legal fao|bors*|| it was also of interest 
whether a. relationship exists between the respondents adjustment to the separa- 
tion and these three indexes* Therefore j( three measures were used as indicators 

V ■ 

of adjustment. 3 * ;? 

The flrbt scale raeasureer satisfaction with life^^ The question asked, "Now 
we'd lik^to know how satisfied you are with certain ^hlngs in your <Jiy-to^^ 
life. Please pick the choice which be^t describes ho| satisfied you are with 
jthen list^ sequentially] the work you do, where ywi live, your way of life, the 
things you do for enj<vment, and your health." . The choices consisted of extreme- 
ly satisfied, soaewhat. satisfied, and not satisfied. Cronbach's. coefficient al- 
pha was obtained for the three adjustment scales in order to evaluate their re- I 
liability (Cronbach, 1951). Cronbach's alpha reliabilUy for this scale was .71 

in the present sampiLe. 
9 ' ; ■ - . 

A aecond scale used to assess adjustment, which measured self-esteem, was 

adapted ftrom Roaenljerg (1965). Persons were asked in this question to state the 



.«xtent to which the^r. agreed or disagreed with a niuber o:^ilteu auch as "I feel 
I have a number of good qu^ities." Cronbach's alpl)a^'reliai>ility for the aoale 
Waa • 87 in the presen'^ sample. , / 

The fhlxd index of adjustment was adapted f^oA llradburn and Oaplovltz (1965). 



It aaasuree a variety of positive and negative fedcin^ along with the frequency 
of their occurrence. For examplei respondents wex^e asked how often during the 



past week thjpr fftlt.^ Particularly excitejl or krtjHrested in something." Responses 
ranged ftom "nevex^ to "often/Jx^onbach's alpha reliability for this scale was 
•77 in the present sa 

Two dependent variables were usM to measure the satisfaction the res^ndents 
irdre expressing concerivlng the decisions made by the legal system. In order to 
test the relationship between satisfaction with the instrumental functions and the 
reported satisfaction with the legal systemp the following question was used to 
operationalize the dependent varljLblei satisfaction with the legal system^ "How 




satisf^i^ are you with the job ^ur \awyer did concerning legal matters? Ars you 
very satisfied » somewhat iuLtlsfl^i somewhat dissatisfied 1 or very dissatisfied?' 
In order to test the^^'ljl^ reported satisfaction with the legal 

system with the expressive functions /the dependent variable satisfaction with 
the legal system was operationalized wlih the following questioni "Thinking about 
the things that lawyers can help you with besidles legal matters^ such as pr^vld-* 
ing information or emotional support 1 would you say your lawyer was extremel; 
helpful I somewhat helpful ^ or not helpful at all?** p ^ 

In accord with the (conceptual framework underlying the legal factorsi the 
following two general statements are formedi 1. Satisfaction with the legal system 
is a function of the instrumental and ixpresslve functlonlngi and 2. Adjustment to 
the separation is a /unction of both instrumental ai)d expressiv6L functioning plus 
satisfaction with the legal system'. 
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Tlffi SAMFLE AND DATA COLLECTION ^ 
The auple consisted of 50 (24 percent) separated persons and 15^ (76 per- 
cent) divorced persona. Fiarty-four percent (N-91) of the sanple was male and 
56 percent was f eJaale (N-li^) , The age range of the responde/its was fron 20 to 
67, with a -mean age of 32.6 years. For both the respondent arri his or her spouse, 
the nean level of education was 14 years. The saniae had a mean Income range of 
$5,000 to $9,999 at the time of the Interview. The mean length of marriage was 
9 years, with a range of 4 months to 45 years. There was a t<Jfal of 279 child- 
ren In the 128 cases Involving children (including the adult children of older re- 
spondents), while 38 percent of the respondents were childless. 

The data, collected during the spring of 1977, consist of ln-dep<h,. struc- 
tured interviews focusing on the social, psychological, and economic adjustments 
of males and females who had experienced a marital separation within the 26 months 
preceding the interview, whether or not they were divorced. Non-probability, pur- 
posive sampling techniques were used,- The population from which'the tamiae was 
drawn consisted of all those separated persons In Centre County, Pennsylvania, 
whose separation had taken place between January, 1975, and March or April of 1977, 
The selection and location of individuals was accomplished' through various methods.- 
Feature articles describing the project were placed in several local newspapers. 
The- purpose of these articles was to alert the community about the stud^, and to 
attempt to set a tone for the study which might elicit cooperation and better re- 
sponse rates than is cuH^iary for research on this topic. This strategy proved 
to be a most helpful technique for Increasing response rates, since most of the 
respondents- had read about the study and "felt it was legitimate' as a result. 
Similarly, letters were sent to all attoriieys in the county informing them of the 
study, and the domestic relations office staff was contacted for cooperation. 
These contacts, and calls in response ^ the article,, produced a few ^respondents, 

ERJC ) ^ 



r 

Once persons were contacted 
9holce of being interviewed 



The^priaary nethod for obtaining parUcipanta involved jprocurement of names 
J / and addr«8se« of thoee who had racently separated or divorced, firom public docu- 
■enta In the county coujrthbuae. ' A teas froa the project abatracted the files of 
eligible persona. Eligible respondents Included persons still living within 50 - 
■lies of the county who had either l) filed for divorce, but had not yet re- 
ceived a decree, 2) obtained a divorce' decree, or ^) separated and filed (or were" 
filed against) for custody or suppoirt. Individuals who. were Infonnaily separated, 
but had not sought custody or support, were obtained by the fbma of solicita- 
tion mentioned, above and addltlfanally, throuj^ snowball (referral) sampling tech- 
nlquea. ' 

Letters were then sent to possible participants, describing the study axvl 
requesting a response. Interviewers*atteapted to contact by telephone iniivi- 
duals who did not respond, so that interview appointments could bycheduled, 

and. agreed to participate, respond en:U were given the, 
in their homes or in the project offices. Balqrsitters 
were offered. Interviews ranged from one and one^half to thrbe hours, with a • 
mean length of two hours an^ fifteen minutes. The interview schedule contained 
approximately 550 questions. ^ 7 

Nine hundred ei^teen eligible respondents were identified InAhe county. 
After three follow-up letters and numerous attempts via telephone to contact per- 
sons directly, contact was made with 3^, or 37 percent of th« eligible respon- 
dents. Two hundred ten^^l percent) "Of these persons agreed tc be Interviewed, 
and actually completed the Interview. Five InteiJvlews were dlscaitied after'lt' 
was- determined that Twaona- had been separated for longer, than 26 months, 

THE IMPACT -OF THE LEGAL SYSTCM ON POST-SBPAl^ATIONi^^tl^ThlENT . • 

The present study uses Pearsonlan zero-order dorrelatloria .and midtlple re- 
gression analysis. Table i presents the correlations of satisfaction with the 

• / ■ ' 4 • ; 

' . ■ y ■ . ' , ■ . ^ 
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vysteii with the eoipmsslye and Inateuaental indexes/ The flhdiqip suggest"^ 
that high satisfaction with the legal system was significantly associate^ at the 

.\0l level^ith the respondent reporting a positive relationship with his or her 
l»»0[jr, and with the respondent reporting satisfaction toward the decisions, the 
econMlc issuesf In the settlement problems index. Jioweyerj high satisfaction ^ 
with the legal system was not significantly associated with the respondent who 
had not been encouraged by his or*her lawyer to create ai} adversary relationship 
with his or hi^ former spouse or with the fewer the number of Instrument al'^fUi^ 
tl one ^ such as child custody with tAlch the respondent was involved. 

Insert Tabic 1 about une 



The results of the correlations oi ar'justment scales with the expressive 
•and instrumental Indexesi controlling for high satisfaction with the legal system, 
appear In Table A respondent who had not been encouraged to create an adver- 
aaxy relationship with his or her former spouse Was more likely tr report better 
adjustment to the separation on the Satisfaction with Life Scale than a respondent 
whc had been encouraged to create an adversary relationship with their former 
spouse. Howevori the kind of reported relationship with the lawyer was not sig^ 
niflcantly associated with adjustment to separation. In addition, a respondent 
reporting satisfaction toward the decisions in the settlement problems index was 
nc* more likely to report better adjustment to the separati^on than a respondent 
who was not satisfied concerning the settlement problems decisioni^ The analyses 
of the data did find that the fewer thib number of instrumental functions or econo- 
mic issues with which the respondent was involved , jthe better the respondents' re- 
ported adjustment to the separation. >^ 



11 

Insert Table 2 about here 



Table 3 presents the /results of the multliae regression with the Life Satis- 
faction scale for both the respondents with children and respotdents without child- 
ren. For respoxvlents with children (RVC)9 the adversary relationship Index and 
the settlement problems Index were significant at the .01 level. However » for 
the respondents without children (RVOC), only the settlement problems Index wac 
significant at the .05 level. The variance accounted for by the Independent vari- 
ables in the RVC sample was 10 percent and for the RVOC sample 19 percent » both ^ 
significant at the .05 level. 

Insert Table 3 about here 



The result? of the multijae regression analysis for the Bra4burn and Caplo- 
vits Affect Balance Scale are presented in Table 4. For RWC, both age of the re- 
spondent and the number of children contributed significantly to the amount of 
variance Accounted for at the .05 level. Age of the respondent (.01) » the ques- 
tion Pennsylvania divorce laws prevented the respondent from getting divorced as 
soon as he or she wanted (.05)^ satisfaction with the entire legal process (.01) » 
and the settlement problems index (.01) were significant for the RVOC sample. The 

It ' ^ 

variance accounted for by the independent variables in the RVC sample wasd? percent, 
significant at t|ie .01 level, and 25 percent significant at the .05 level for the 
RVOC «uiple. . - 



Irisert Table h about hejre 
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Table 5^Jpr•teItt8 the resiilte of the matlple regreeslon analysis for the 
Rosenberg Self -^IsteeB Scale. For RVQ, length of separation and the settlement 

Xobleas index were both significant at the .05 level. -Satisfaction with the 
tire legal foroeess was significant at the .01 level. The variance accounted 
for by the independent variables f of the RWC sample was 16 peafcent,' si^ficant ' 
|it the .05 level. The aaouht off variance accounted for^ the independent vari- 
ables in the RWOG .saaple was only ^ percent and was not significant. 



Insert Table 5 about here 
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PBCUSSION AND CONCLUSIOIB 

Encounters with the legal system- differ fqr persons wh6 have experienced a 
marital se^kration. Most persons retain an attorney to help them with legal mat- 
/ters pertaining to the separation and divorce. In Pennsylvania, Individuals who 
are sepanted and wish a oourt-ordered custody or supptet agreement must see a 
domestic relations offloer in their county. ^ addition, most Pennsylvania di- 
vorce hearlitgs are conducted by a master, an €ocperlenbed attorney in the county 
who makes a recommendaUon to the judge following the hearing. The judge having 
jurisdiqtion may also become involved in matters pertaining to separation* divorce, 
ciistody, visi^tion, support, and property settlements. 

The dataJrn the present istudy indicate that the legal syston does affect in- 
dividuals in many ways, A respondent reporting a positive relationship with his 
or her lawyer was likely to report being satisfied with the leg^d system, however, 
the respondent's adjustment to the separation did not appear to be associated with 
the kind of relationship with their lawyer. In terms of the expressive function- 
ing of the separated Individual, the morale anl values. Conflict ridden interac- 
tions with an outside, contact such as the lawyer did not appear to be significantly 
associated with adjustment to the separation. The impact of the lawyer appears to. 

,i5 ,. ■ • 



^be Influential during the aeparatlon and dlvoarce proeeaa, but haa little Impact 

. "in a^^^atlii to a new llife altuatlon. ^ ^ y 

Being encouraged to create an adversary relationship with one's foraer 
» ■ ' . * 

slpouae appears aore influential for the ^presslve, functioning of the separated 

individual than did the relationship with the lawyer* Iiv other words,, when the 

relationship with the husband and wife was conflict ridden, their adjustment to ' 

the separation was also negatlvey^ffected, unlike -where- a negative relationship 

.with the lawyer had little affect on the adjustment process. Therefore, (the • 

findings suggest that expressive functioning, a stabilizing influence in the faml- 

ly» l8 more olosely associated with slgi^flcant others suoh as a spouse^ than irlth 

. an outside contact such as the lawyer. The data suggest that divorce statutes 
based on an adversary model encourage collusion and dishonesty and do not neces- 
sariiy enhance adjustment to adnew life situation. These fadings have ramlfl- 
cations for -the type of social pciJicy that may enhance the^justment to the sepa- 
ration. Indeed,' if a separated indivldxial is encouraged to dev^bp an adversary 
relationship with his or her fotmer spouse, the period of adjustment to the sepa- 
ration may become more difflcul,^ and prolonged. 

The present data suggest the respondent who reports satisfaction toward the 
settlement decisions such as custody arrangements, responsibility for the child- 

. ren, support, stability of income, and property settlement. Is also likely to 
report being satisfied with the legal system. However, satisfaction with these 
decisions is not associated with better adjustment to the separation. These find- 

/^ings suggest that individuals who are satisfied with their speculated financial 
security frM thft legal settlement decisions initially report being satisfied 
with the legal system, but these respond.ents may find they end up having little 



or inconsistent financial security. For example, the former spouse may not pay 
the allotted child support, or perhaps the respondent has aiscovered(^:th4€ their 
sole income just does not meet the needed expenses of the family. Corisequently, 



aren thouig^ the reepondent had agreed to the decisions of the settlenent poroblems 
perhalps HON those decisions donH make life easier or adjustment to the J9epara^^%* 
tidn better. Thegreforsj not only the kinds of decisions made in the legal sy«- ! 
stem regarding^j^e, Ir^st^Umental functions^ but also the ultimate functioning of 
thMe decisions seems cx\icial to the adjustment to separation. 

Cate^forles of respondents (childless and with children) such as those in«- 

* . 
vdstlgated herelit^ mwt be researched further. Xhe data in the present study sug- 

gest that different groups of individuals cope^ith the reparation and make the 
adjustment to the separation in different ways'. The salience of the^e fiixUngs 
becomes most Important^ in terms of policy implementation. 4Perhaps the adversary 
divorce^ statutes do not reflect the reality of the marriage and divorce experl-- 
ence^ nor- are they sensitive to socifl and psychological needs. 

Likewise^ further research must be conducted comparing the adjustment pro- 
cess of individuals using adversary divorce statutes and those >fhere a 'no-fault * 

statute haa been implemented. Prom the results of the present ptxidy^ the data 

■ • • ■ • ""■ 

suggest that not haying an adversary relationship ^Ith ones former spouse does 
not ensure that the separated individual will be mere satisfied with the legal 
system; however » the data do suggest that not having an adversary relationship 
with ones former spouse^ i&ay enhance the separated individuals adjustment t6^ the 
separation. These findings are pasrblcularly exciting in lieu of potentially 
changing divorce laws. By implementing no-fault divorce stafijitesi we may indeed 
be facilitating the process of ltdjusting to separation and a new life situation. 
The importance of such research is further emphasized after considering the in- 
creased numbers of Individuals involved^ in the divorce process. 



' TabU 1, 

CQRRSLATIOIS OF SATISFACllQN wmi 
EXHtESSIVE AND II6TRinffiMTAL INDEXES 



SATISFACnON VI1H 



E LEGAL 



s 



ADVERSARY RELATIOf^HIP 

' "' » A 

■ > - -.08 
r2 - .007 • 

» 

... N.S.» • " / ' 

UWYER RELATlOfeHIP 

r - -.31 
r2 . .094 
.■■ .001 

SETTLEMENT fRCBIi!M3 



r - .17 
r2 - .03 
P< .01 



NUMBER IKSraUMENTAL FUNCTIONS 

r - .07 

R"2 - .005 
N.S. 



*N.S.-Not significant at .05 level. 
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Tftble 2 



CGRREUTI016 OF yUXnismBMT SCAI|S VIIH fiXIRfiSSIVE 
AND IMSIRUMEMTiO. INBiSCES, CONIBQLLING FCR ' 
HIGH SATISFACTION WITH LEGAL 'SYSTEM 



ADJUSTKBNT 
Satis.l ! 

Rosen. ^ 



Satis. 

Brad. 

Rosen. 

Satlsr 

Brad. 

Rosen. 



Satis. 

Brad. 

Rosen. 



ADVERSARY REUTIOIBHIP INDEX 

.« - -iil P^..O'f ' . 
t - -vOe 'N.S.* - 
^r - -.06 , N.S.^ 

LAWYER REUTI0N5HIP INDEX 

r - .03 N.S. 
r - -.02 N.S, 
r- -115 p<.05 

SETTLEatEWT IRCBUEMS INDEX 

r » -.01 N.S. ' 
r .11 N,S. 
. r -.5*02' N.S„ 

NUMBER OF INSTRUMENTAL FUNCTIONS INDEX 

r - -.22 p<.oi 
" r • .001 N.S. . 
r - -.23 p<4004 



^atlsfkction with Life Scale 

"Br^iburn and Caplovlte Affect Balance Scale 

-Rosenberg Self'^steea Scale 
•N.S.-Npt significant at the .05 letel. 
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.T»ble 3 , 

• • y . - 

MULTIPLE REGRS3SI0N VITH UVK SATISFACTION ADJUSTMBNT SCALE 
DBnKDENT ADD OERIAIM SELBC1SD INDEXES AND 
CHARAClSRISnCS COMI'ARING taPONDENTS VIIH 
, CHILEREN AND THOSE VITOOUT CHILDREN 



! 



Length of Separation 
Advez>a«ry Index 
SeitleBent Problems Index 

r2-,10 

Life SaUsfaetlon (F-2.79» P<^05) 



RESPONDENTS »ITH CHIUREN 

SlMPle r R^Change Bet>i 

.085 .01 ,10 

-.13 *02 ',23^ • 

-.20 . 07 -.a?** 



itandaxdlBed partial regression coeffTclei^s 
^P<.01 ' . 



Pennsylvania divorce laws pre-, 
vented me from getting a divorce 
as soon as I wanted one 

Adv)orsary Index 

Settlement Problems Index 

r2..19^ • . • ■ 
Life SaUsfacUon (P-3.57» P<.05) 



RESPONDENTS WITHOUT CHILDREN 
Simple r ilf^hange Beta ^ 



.26 


.07 


.19 


.25 


.05 


.19 


-.33 


C .07 


-.28* 




''standardised partial regression coefflclenti) 
♦P<.05 
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Table 4 



> y . 



MULTIUfi msmSSION VITH BRADBURN ADJUSmENT SCALE 
DEIENDraT ANQ CERTAIN SSLECTQ) INDEXES AND i 
CHARACTERISTICS COHFARING RESR)NDEN1S VIIH 
CHIUIREN AND IHC^ WITHOUT CHILDREN 




R^-.17 



Bridbiin (P-5.285, P<.Ol) 



RESKamENTS WITH CHIIjaiEN 





SUnle j: 


R^tuuv^ 


Beta^ 


Age of Respondent 
NuBber of Children 




.12 V 


-.<l8*H» 




.02 . 


.20» 


Gender of Resppndent 


-.06 


.03 


%17 



^tandazdlzed partial regression coeffiolents 

♦pf.05 
♦♦p<.01 

RESPONDENTS WITHOUT CHILDREN 

t ' Slaple r R Change Beta^ 

Age of Respondent -.29 ^09 -•30»» 

Pennsylvania divorce Isms pore*- 
Vented ae ftos getting a dlvoirce 

as soon as I wanted one %\t .03 •23'^ 

How satisfied respondent Is 

with entire legal process -ilS -•26*» 

SetUeae^t Piroblems Index -.ZS .09 -.^1»* 

R^.25 ^ T ^ 
BradburV(f^-3^i P<*05) ^ 



Standardised partial regression coefficients 

fp^.05 

*^p<,01 



■ ■ Table 5 ' ' " ; '-' '^^ 

GHU!«SN, aKEuIHGBE HiaHOUT PHIU»£N ' 



Length of Separation^ 


Slmnle r. 

■•/■ 
".17^-''K 


R^haiyre 

^'03^ 


mf 

•.17* ^ 
-.32»* 


How* satisfied respondent Is 
with entire legal process 


-.28 


.08 ' 


Lawyer Relationship Index 

V 


• -.21 


. .01 


,-.14 


Settlement Problems Index 


-.01 


. o4 • 


-.22» 


Rosenberg (F-3.519» p<.05) 




D 




Standardized partial regression coefficient 

♦♦p<.oi ^' 

RESPONDENTS WITHOUT CHILDREN 
: . " ' ^ " -v^ ' Simnle r R^hanire Beta'^ 


Advconury Index 


.19 


, .0^^ 


.19 


. ■ ' \ 








Rosenberg (F-1.769 N.S.) 

■ • ■ \ 








.Standardised partial regression coefficient 
N^S.-Not significant at the .05 level. 
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